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Edward Buys was born February 10, 
1841, at La Harp, Hancock County, Il- 
linois, son of Hyrum D. and Elizabeth 
Huntington Buys. He married Celestia Cla- 
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rissa Bromley on March 23, 1857, in the 
Sait Lake Endowment House. She was born 
on June 25, 1849, at Dawsby, Lincoln- 
shire, England, daughter of William and 
Sarah Bullimore Bromley. He married Mar- 
garet Hamilton on June 14, 1876. She 
was born October 1, 1859, at Spanish Fork, 
daughter of Henry and Margaret Hamil- 
ton. She left him. Edward died January 7, 
1914. Celestia died October 28, 1938. 

Edward Buys was the eldest son of Hy- 
rum D. Buys, who was born October 22, 
1802, in New York City. Elizabeth Hunt- 
ington Buys was born February 10, 1813, 
in Albany, New York. 

Edward came to Utah on September 15, 
1850, in Captain David Evans’ company, 
with his parents, who settled in Bountiful, 
Utah. 

Hyrum was a shoemaker by trade. He 
furnished a team and helped to get rock 
to build the Salt Lake Temple. He died 
quite young, leaving his widow with nine 
children. Edward worked to help his mother 
support the family. 

Edward met Celestia when he was play- 
ing at a dance in Bountiful. She came 
with her parents to America from England 
in 1850, as converts to the LDS Church. 
They came to Utah in June, 1865, with the 
Samuel D. White company. 

They lived in Bountiful, then Salt Lake, 
and were asked to come to Heber Valley 
to help make settlements. They came to 
Charleston and lived on the Joseph E. Tay- 
lor farm while Edward built a home. He 
built the first shingle-roofed house in 
Charleston. They moved east to Big Hol- 
low from Charleston, where they became 
the first settlers in this new settlement, 
which was called Buysville, for Edward 
Buys. Soon the William Bromleys came, 
then the Wings, Thackers, Bancrofts, Pen- 
folds, Wahlquists, Andersons, McDonalds, 
Nelsons, McGuires and others. 

Edward built a home with large rooms 
and added one large room where all Church 
meetings and other activities were held. 

Edward was set apart as superintendent 
of the Sunday School and Celestia as a Sun- 
day School teacher. William Bromley took 
care of the Sacrament. Celestia was chosen 
first president of the Primary Association 
by Eliza R. Snow and Emmeline B. Wells, 
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Murdock and Edward Buys, his counselor. 
She remained president of the Primary until 
they moved to Heber in 1887. 


Edward was a High Priest for 15 years _ 


and county surveyor for eight years. He 
was deputy sec several years until suf- 
fering a stroke which forced his resigna- 
tion. He opened the first school in Buysville, 
Wasatch County. He surveyed Daniel Creek 
and Timpanogos irrigation water by acre 
feet and homesteads in Buysville and Dan- 
iel. He worked for Brigham Young and his 
brother on the railroad. He was buried in 
the Charleston cemetery. 

Celestia Buys, better known as “Aunt 
Clara," was loved by everyone who knew 
her. She was hurt badly when young and 
had to use crutches. She never complained, 
no matter how difficult her life became. She 
always had a smile for everyone and lived 
an active, useful *life. 


She, being an expert with the needle, made 
all the clothes for the family, including 
suits for her husband. After she moved 
to Heber she and Mrs. Duncan opened a 
millinery shop, both being very adept in 
making hats and dresses. Mrs. Nymphus 
Murdock and Mrs. Danielson bought her 
first hats. Finally illness prevented her 
from continuing her work. She fell and 
broke her hip and shoulder, so had to go 
about in a wheel chair. 

In Heber they were neighbors to Pres- 
ident Abram Hatch, whose father came to 
Utah in the same company as the Brom- 
leys. Celestia was one of the first mem- 
bers of the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers, 
being the oldest pioneer in Heber at the 
time of death. She was 89 years old and 
is buried in Charleston. Her daughter Clara 
and husband, Alma Cummings, cared for 
her until her death. They now live in her 
home. 


Edward and Celestia were the parents of: 
Hyrum D., William Edward, Sarah Eliza- 
beth, Amanda C., Mary Ann, Joseph H., 
Charlotte, Alma, Martha R., Archie D., 
Daniel H., Clara May and Celestia C. 


As it was a practice request of the Church 
to practice polygamy, Edward married Mar- 
garet Hamilton on June 14, 1876. They 
separated in 1887 and Margaret married 


Edward and Margaret's children are: 
Henry D., Alice J., Margaret J., Rhoda A., 
Mellissa, Matta E. and Edna A. 


and was set apart by Bishop Nymphus C. | 


Henry Boren, and they moved to Idaho. 
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GEORGE A. CLIFT SR. 
AND SARAH NETTIE CLIFT 


Son of Geo. W. and Amanda Faucett 
Clift. 

Born April 12, 1851, Provo, Utah. 

Died Jan. 7, 1938, buried in Heber. 

Sarah Nettie Clift was born Oct. 11, 1856, 
Nevada. 

Married May 3, 1874. 

Died June 19, 1945. She was 88 years 
old. 

George A. Clift, born in Provo, Utah, 
was one of 11 children. He came to Mid- 
way with his parents while a small boy. 
There he later met and married Sarah Net- 
tie, daughter of Henry S. Alexander, May 
3, 1874 in the Salt Lake Endowment House. 
They were parents of nine children, three 
boys and six girls. All lived to man and 
womanhood. 

In his early life he lived in Park City and 
worked 15 years in a large Silver Mine as 
an engineer. Mrs. Clift lived much of that 
time in their home in Heber, Utah. 

In 1895 George Clift bought a farm in 
Daniel where they lived many years. 

Geo. A. served a mission for LDS Church 
two years in the South Central States. He 
served as counselor to Bishop of Daniel for 
six years and was a member of the school 
board. 

Later he moved to Heber for their chil- 
dren's schooling. Their home burned in 
1910 but was soon rebuilt by the help of 
good people of Heber Valley. There they 
lived until their death. 

George A. participated in the Black Hawk 
War and was deputy sheriff in Heber many 
years until hurt in auto accident from which 
he never fully recovered. He was always a 
devout Mormon, a High Priest. When he 
died in his home, he was 87. E 
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Sarah Nettie Clift was born in Genoa. 
Nevada. Oct. 11, 1856, where her father 
with others was called to colonize that part 
of state, she was 10 months old before her 
father, who was called into Johnston's army 
to help quiet the Indians, ever saw her. 

They returned to Utah and settled in Mill 
Creek until Nettie was cight years old. 
They then moved to Wanship, Summit 
County. Utah. While there Nettie saw thc 
first train that came to Echo, Utah. She 
also saw "Black Hawk” sitting in a circle 
of prominent men in their home, all smoking 
the "pipe of peace" while signing agree- 
ments or documents. 

Nettie also attended Brigham Young's 
private school in Salt Lake. A classmate 
was Augusta Winters Grant. wife of Presi- 
dent Heber J. Grant, president of LDS 
Church, as well as the Young family. 

Three of her children were born in Mid- 
way. She was a counselor in Relief So- 
ciety, also President of YWMIA in Daniel. 

Nettie and children experienced some very 
hostile times with Indians alone on farm 
while her husband was on his mission. When 
he returned they moved back to Heber for 
schooling of family and illness of her moth- 
er. 
In the year 1944 her entire family (liv- 
ing) were with her on her birthday Oct. 11. 
In 1945 a sad year. six members of her 
family passed on, also a very dear friend, 
which left a lasting mark. 

Aunt Nettie, lovingly called by all, was 
88 and six months when she died suddenly 
and peacefully in her home, 19 June 1946. 
A daughter lived with her. She too is 
buried in Heber. 

Children are: Sarah Stella Hicken, Lelia 
Luella Bond, George A. Jr.. Ida Adell Mc- 
Donald. Henry Monroe, Ruby M. Swan, 
Hazel D. McDonald, Frances J. Ainsley, 
William G. Jo/ 
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ELI GEORGE AND EMMA 
DURNELL 


Eli George Durnell was born in Marsh- 
field, Somersetshire, England. a few miles 
from London. on August 12, 1875. to George 
Durnell and Eliza Hallett Durnell. 

His father died suddenly in 187 
ing his mother and his sister Ellen to 
rear. Ellen died in 1881. 

In 1882, George and his mother left their 
native England after she had been convert- 
ed to the LDS Church. His mother wa 
very sweet, loving and thoughtful person. 
and was loved by her family. 

After coming to Utah he worked as a 
newspaper boy on the streets of Salt Lake 
City. Later he worked on many farms as 
a growing boy, a in the Draper area. 


leav- 


a 
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He learned the tnsmith trade and helped 
install many of the roofs in Salt Lake City. 
He attended school in Salt Lake City after 
arriving in Utah. 

H noved to Heber after 
her marriage to James Carlile. He lived in 
Heber until 1924. when he and his wife 
Emma moved with their children to. Provo. 

Eli George Durnell and Emma Johnson 
were married June 11, 1902. Emma Johnson 
was born in Heber City on July 23, 1880, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Ola Johnson. She was 
reared in Heber and attended school there. 

They are the parents of seven children 
Two children died when infants The 


and his moth 


children were Marna. George Ray, Bessie, 
Madge, Elda Lucille, Audrey and Burniece. 
Elda Lucille and Audrey died as infants. 
They have four children living and six 
grandchildren and 10 gr sat-qrandchildren. 

Eli George Durnell was a peace officer 
many years, first as a deputy marshal at 
Heber and later as Wasatch county sher- 
iff from 1918 to 1922. He was special agent 
for the D. & R. G. railroad until they moved 
to Provo, where he was a policeman for 
eight years and sheriff of Utah County 
eight vears. then a guard at the U. S. Ste 
Co. for three years. 

George is a member of the Peace Offi- 


cers’ Association, having served as presi- 
dent, and a member of the Elks Lodge. He 
is a member of the LDS Church. being 
baptized at the Endowment House in Salt 
Lake City. 
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along with his mother, four brothers and 
three sisters. His father had been killed in 
the coal mines a few months before they left 


Scotland. As a young man he worked in 
the coal mines in Wyoming and the silver 


mines in Park City. In 1875 he married 
Sarah Jane Thompson in the Endowment 
House in Salt Lake City. He grubbed the 


sage and made a good farm in Center Creek. 
He held the offices of registration officer, 
road supervisor, constable, justice of the 


peace, school trustee, city marshal, deputy. 
sheriff and crop and weed inspector. 
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tions that were held in Prydes Hall in Cen- 
ter Creek. 
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